Thanks for taking the time to fill out this form.  I am fully aware that it may seem a little weird to do something like this before you get married but there is an important purpose here.  My aim is not to pry into your personal life or turn you against each other.  Instead, I want our time of counseling to be worthwhile so that you will feel the benefits of our sessions many years into your marriage.  Remember, the time and effort you put into pre-marital counseling can be a good indicator of the time and effort you will put into your marriage.

After you fill this form out, we will schedule our pre-marital counseling sessions.  There are two basic purposes for these sessions.  First, I want you to be prepared for marriage by knowing what God’s word says about it and by taking the time to consider the aspects of marriage that are often overlooked.  

Second, before I perform your wedding ceremony, I want to know that the two of you are fit to marry each other.  If at any time during our sessions, I feel that the two of you should not be married, I’ll kindly let you know and refuse to conduct the wedding ceremony.  I take what the Bible says about marriage vey seriously and I want you to as well. 

Marriage is a great thing.  It’s one of the best things that has ever happened to me.  I want the two of you to be able to say the same thing about your relationship 50 years from now.  I think our time of pre-marital counseling will help you to reach that goal.



Pastor Jay




















Pre-Marital Counseling Introduction Form

Please make one copy each of the Pre-Marital Counseling Introduction Form and fill it out separately.  Turn it back in before discussing it with each other.  This form will make our pre-marital counseling sessions much easier and more effective by highlighting strengths as well as potential areas of concern.  There are no right answers; only honest answers so please answer truthfully.  

Your Name: _______________________________
Your E-mail: _______________________________
Your Fiancé’s Name: __________________________

Where You Come From
1. Approximately how long have you known your fiancé and when did you know that this was the person you wanted to marry?



2. How do your parents feel about your fiancé?  How would you describe the way that your fiancé’s parents feel about you?



3. In a paragraph or so, describe the family setting you grew up in.  Include information such as whether or not you grew up with both parents around, how many siblings you have, church background and basic financial status of your family.








4. Have you ever been married before?  If so, explain the circumstances of the termination of your previous marriage.










5. Is there a marriage you have observed that you could model yours after?  Explain.




Who You Are
1. List three positive and three negative descriptions of yourself.



2. On a scale of 1 to 5 (1=low; 5=high) note your level of maturity in each of the following categories.

	Emotional
	

	Reasoning/Intellect
	

	Social Skills
	

	Spiritual
	



3. In a few sentences, explain how you and your fiancé deal with conflict.  






4. What are some of the character traits about your fiancé that are most attractive to you?  Which traits tend to, at least on occasion, cause conflict or irritation?







5. Explain any ways that you feel you and your fiancé could help one another improve.




6. Are the two of you currently living together?




Who You Are Marrying
1. What interests do the two of you share in common?



2. On a scale of 1 to 5 (1=insignificant; 5=very important) indicate how much of your current relationship is devoted to the following.
	Bible reading, prayer 
	

	Addressing emotions
	

	Discussing/engaging in sexual activity
	

	Intellectual conversations/activities
	

	Doing things together (movies etc…)
	



3. Do you enjoy reading?  Does your fiancé?  What books, if any, have you read about marriage?



4. What positive contributions do you feel that you will bring to this marriage?  What about negative ones?



5. List any anxiety you have about the upcoming marriage.  Remember to answer honestly.



6. Are their any major issues where the two of you disagree (religion, politics, etc…)?



7. How do the two of you usually deal with conflict (anger, talk it out, silent treatment etc…)?



What You Believe
1. Explain your relationship with God.  Would you consider yourself to be a Christian?  Why or why not?



2. What factors have influenced your views about God?



3. In what ways, if any, do you and your fiancé differ in your relationship with God?



4. In what ways should a Christian marriage be set apart from a non-Christian one?



5. In what ways do you expect to personally grow in your relationship with Christ once you are married?  How will you help your fiancé to grow?



6. The Bible clearly teaches that husbands and wives have distinct roles in the marriage relationship.  What do you think this means?



Your Finances
1. List the five areas where you personally spend the most money?  Would friends and family more likely describe you as a big spender or a penny pincher?



2. Which one of you is better with finances and budgeting?



3. List any debts that you personally owe (credit cards, student loans etc…).



After the Two Become One
1. Will the wife be employed after the marriage?  



2. Do you plan on having kids?  How soon would you like to have kids?  How many would you like to have?  Would the wife work after having children?  Would you consider adoption?



3. What form of birth control do you expect to use?



4. Would you consider an abortion if an unexpected pregnancy occurred?  Does your fiancé agree with you?



5. How do you plan on disciplining your children?



6. What steps do you plan to take in order to stay in love 10, 20 and 50+ years after your wedding date?



7. What circumstances would lead you to consider ending your marriage in divorce?  What steps can you take to prevent the circumstances from creeping into your relationship?
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